
 
 

1 

 



 
 

2 

Confirmation of Charges against  

Defendant Dragone Goodrider of







 
 

5 

order was tantamount to a death sentence -- by mid-April, 250,000 residents of Eassos had died 

of the new strain of avian influenza, and many more suffered severe illness.”     

 

Proceedings before the ICC 

 

14. After the WHO Report was published, Eassos indicted Dragone Goodrider under its domestic 

homicide statute for ordering the creation of a deadly disease under conditions likely to result in 

its release and for ordering the fact of its release be kept secret, resulting in the deaths of over 

250,000 men, women, and children in Eassos.  With no prospect of obtaining custody over 

General Goodrider from Wessos, the Government of Eassos referred the matter to the ICC for 

prosecution on 1 June 2020 under Article 14 of the ICC Statute. 

 

15. Based on the WHO Report and its attachments, the ICC Prosecutor determined that there was 

a reasonable basis to proceed with an investigation into whether Dragone Goodrider was 

responsible for “other inhumane acts” in Eassos under Articles 25(3)(b) and 7(1)(k) of the Rome 

Statute.  Pursuant to Article 58(1) of the Court’s Statute, on 15 July 2020 the Pre-Trial
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Lance Rayder (MD, PHD), Director of the Wessos Institute of Viral Diseases and Gen-

eral Dragone Goodrider, Minister of Defense of Wessos, indicating that the deadly strain 

of avian influenza had been developed by Dr. Rayder’s lab under the orders of General 

Goodrider, and that the virus had escaped into the population of Wessos near the Eassos 

border on 27 February 2020.  The emails documented that General Goodrider not only 

ordered the development of the deadly virus, but knowingly prevented the Institute from 

taking the proper precautions in handling the disease.  According to the Eassos Ministry 

of Health, Dr. Rayder turned the emails over to the Eassos Government on 11 April 2020 

in return for asylum. Those emails are attached as Annex 1 to this Report.   

 

5. A few days later, on 16 April 2020 the international press published the minutes of a 2 

March 2020 confidential meeting of the Wessos National Security Council, chaired by 

General Goodrider.  According to news accounts, the minutes of the secret meeting were 

leaked to the press by the Secretary of the Council who blamed the General for his gross 

malfeasance related to the creation and spread of the new deadly avian influenza.  The 

minutes document that, after learning of the release of the experimental virus from the 

Wessos Institute of Viral Diseases, General Goodrider sent clean-up crews to dispose of 

the bodies of the scientists and their families who had died from the virus and ordered the 

military to secretly round up all Wessos citizens who showed signs of infection and place 

them in quarantine at military detention centers.  He also ordered the members of the 

Council to take the necessary steps to keep the spread of the virus secret to avoid panic 
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Annex 1: Email Correspondence 

between Dragone Goodrider and Lance Rayder 

 
FR: D. Goodrider 

TO: L. Rayder 

DATE: 2 October 2019 (1400 hrs) 

RE: Confidential: New Project 

 

Director Rayder.  Thank you for your sage recommendations when our country was hit by the 

outbreak of the H5N8 Avian Influenza last summer. I’m told that we were very lucky that it did 

not jump to humans.  I understand that scientists in other countries are experimenting with 

mutations of the H5N8 that can infect humans so they can develop new treatments and vaccines 

before the virus naturally mutates. In response to this serious threat, I would like you to launch 

such a program to develop a vaccine that will protect the Wessos population against this deadly 

disease.  Consider this a top priority.  Confirm next steps immediately. 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

 

FR: L. Rayder 

TO: D. Goodrider 

DATE: 3 October 2019 (0900 hrs)  

RE: Confidential New Project 

 

General.  That is a wise precaution.  I will transform the microbiological testing laboratory at the 

Institute for Viral Diseases to be used as the site for the development of a vaccine against the 

H5N8 Avian Influenza virus.  As a first step, we are going to have to alter the functional 

characteristics of the H5N8 virus to allow it to become more transmissible to humans.  We have 

the knowledge and capability to do this, but the Institute has previously worked only with Risk 

Group 2 agents as classified by the WHO. The new project will involve agents in the Risk Group 

4 classification, which are much more infectious and deadly. I therefore request that the Ministry 

of Defense provide the Institute increased funding to enable us to upgrade the existing lab 

facility by adding airtight seals, improved air filtration, a shower in the anteroom, and an 

incinerator for contaminated clothing. I want to stress that without these upgrades there is a high 

degree of risk that a deadly virus could escape the lab into the general population of Wessos.  

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  







 
 

14 

 

Annex 2: Minutes of the Wessos National Security Council 
2 March 2020 meeting.  Confidential 

Minutes Prepared by S. Terry 

 

The Meeting was convened at 9:03 AM.  

 

In attendance: General Dragone Goodrider (Minister of Defense), Egrette Snow (Minister of 

Transportation), Dr. Nimera Bannister 


